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buying china for the White House. Owing to the World War, this appropriation was not made until 1920, and so came after my husband's illness.
As Mrs. Taft merely supplemented the china known as the Theodore Roosevelt set, the need for additional things was real for, with constant entertaining, there is much breakage. But when word came that the appropriation had been made, I was so overburdened and weary I dreaded a new responsibility. As usual, however, Mr. Wilson had a definite suggestion to make, to the effect that, as our country had advanced so rapidly in the art of making real porcelain, we should have American china in the White house instead of imported as had been the custom. Therefore the Lenox china, made in Trenton, New Jersey, was selected. The design was simple, of creamy white texture with gold borders, and the President's seal like a gold medallion on each piece. Up to this time the china had all been marked with the United States seal, but we thought for the President's house his seal was more appropriate.
In later years Mr. Redfield, Secretary of Commerce under Mr. Wilson, told me an interesting story about Lenox china. Shortly after our entry into the War, one of the heads of the Lenox potteries had called on the Secretary to say that he was facing the direst tragedy. It seems that years of work and experimentation had been rewarded by a beautiful porcelain equal to that of the French. Overjoyed at this success, the pottery had filled its baking ovens, only to find it impossible to buy enough coal to keep them going. It meant the loss of thousands of dollars, and the closing of the plant, unless a carload of coal could be had to finish the baking. Mr. Redfield took the Lenox representative to see the Fuel Administrator, Mr. Garfield. That official was unsympathetic, saying: "China is not essential to the winning of the War, coal is." So the ovens would have to cool.
As a last appeal, Mr. Redfield asked for a three-minute interview with the President, taking his friend along. Mr,